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Welcome
A Message from the Department Head 

Hello and welcome to the Department of Religious Studies, 
Faculty of Humanities, University of Žilina, Slovakia.  
We are delighted that you want to explore your call through 

our institution. We are ready to equip you with the skills necessary for 
your life and mission.

At the Department of Religious Studies we are committed to Christian-
based higher education. We work to equip you with skills for your 
personal life, career and the positive influence of people in your com-
munity. The world’s future depends on our investment in children and 
young people. By participating in their formation you actively shape 
and transform the face of the future. If your desire is to help make the 
world a better place, we believe our program is the right choice for you. 

Education is no longer just about memorizing information. Our cur-
riculum includes “hands-on” practical study in the field, teamwork and 
partnership within the Christian community, and a profound intercul-
tural adventure in Slovakia and the rest of Europe. Today life is very 
complex, and a sound education must reflect this complexity to equip 
students for effective work. Our study program in Mission Work with 
Children and Youth offers you the tools for a successful future.

On behalf of our staff, community, and current students, we welcome 
you to our Department of Religious Studies. I want to assure you that 
we are ready to assist you with your questions and needs, and that we 
are always here to support you.  

Every blessing!

Michal Valčo
Head of the Department  
of Religious Studies at  
University of Žilina





Our Story

To offer Christian education has been a life-long 
dream of many of our forefathers. The territory 
of Slovakia has an exciting and troublesome 

past. Ever since the first glimpses of Post-Reformation 
religious freedom, and all-the-more in the religious 
and political turbulences in mid-19th century, there 
existed the dream of spreading the good news of 
Jesus Christ via Christian schools. The dream, how-
ever, could not take place due to various forms of 
oppression – be it the monarchy, the Third Reich, or 
the long-reigning communist regime. Our generation 
is the first one, after many decades, granted freedom 
to proclaim the gospel freely and to equip lay lead-
ers to be missionaries of Christ. To miss this window 
of opportunity would be more than irresponsible. 
Therefore we welcome and employ the opportunity 
to take our place in this great venture.

Living God’s vision is the 
greatest adventure of faith

The most recent chapter of our story began in 1998 
with the launching of the Bible School that first 
offered a weekend study program in Bible and 
Christian elementary teaching. Its primary purpose 
was to provide nurturing Christian education for those 
who sensed the inadequacy of their knowledge in their 
Christian roots. The Bible School education portfolio 
soon included basics in social work and pastoral care. 
With a number of partner congregations from the USA, 
the Bible School annually runs and trains leaders 

for mission in Eastern Europe. In 2004 it launched  
a Lutheran Elementary School. The Bible School thus 
outgrew its initial purpose and developed into the 
Center for Christian Education (www.cce.sk). Today, 
we have the opportunity to provide Christian-based 
education in Slovakia and Eastern Europe, from pre-
school to High School, and even college and university 
level programmed degrees. 

The growing academic potential of the CCE´s teach-
ers was recognized by the state-run University of 
Žilina which opened its doors to our two pioneer 
study programs – in 2001 B.A. and M.A. in Religious 
Education and in 2006 B.A. in Mission Work with 
Children and Youth. The academic road, for the time 
being, was crowned in 2012 when the University of 
Žilina established a Department of Religious Studies. 
Today it operates the two Christian-based study pro-
grams, and provides students the possibility to study 
completely in English for B.A. degree in Mission Work 
with Children and Youth. We have faith that what we 
called “The Decade of Miracles” will continue in the 
years to come. We welcome you to become a part of 
this exciting enterprise.

Bohdan Hroboň
Establishing Director of the Bible School  

and the Center for Christian Education
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The University of Žilina, Slovakia, was estab-
lished in 1953. In the more than 59 years of 
its existence, more than 57,000 students have 

graduated from the University; over 1,600 of them 
have been granted a PhD. degree. Currently there are 
about 13,000 students enrolled in the University’s pro-
grams. The University has 1,500 employees, including 
700 teaching staff.

The University of Žilina provides study programs 
in all three levels of higher education (B.A., M.A., 
PhD.) in full-time and long-distance forms. The 
University has established contacts with many uni-
versities abroad, its professors and research workers 
participate in numerous international educational 

and research projects. These include EU projects:  
LLP-Erasmus, Grundvig, Comenius, Leonardo DaVinci, 
Tempus, Cost, etc. 

The Faculty of Humanities was established 
in August 1998. Its mission is to develop and 
support education, science and research in the 

perspective of humanities and their traditions. The 
profile of the Faculty has been gradually transformed 
and the spectrum of offered study programmes ena-
bling students to find jobs in the European labor 
market extended.

About the Department 
of Religious Studies

The Faculty of Humanities



The pedagogical and scientific activities of the Faculty 
of Humanities reflect the principles of education of 
the 21st century. They provide education in all three 
levels of higher education in full-time and part-time 
forms of studies (Bachelor´s degree, Master´s degree 
and PhD. degree). In addition, the Faculty also offers 
a supplementary course of pedagogical studies for stu-
dents and graduates. Students are also qualified to 
work in public or scientific libraries, information and 
documentation centers, civil and public authorities, 
as well as teachers in primary or secondary schools 
according to their specializations.

We reflect the principles of 
education of the 21st century

In the area of international cooperation the Faculty 
has over thirty bilateral agreements with universities 

and institutions of higher education either within 
LLP/Erasmus program or with universities outside 
the European Union. It supports mobility and co-
operation with colleges and universities in Norway, 
Sweden, Finland, Italy, Spain, Germany, Greece, the 
Czech Republic, Poland, Hungary, Estonia, Turkey, 
and the USA.

The teachers of the Department of Religious 
Studies have participated in the educational 
programs of University of Žilina since 2001.  

It offers two study programs: B.A. and M.A. in Religious 
Education and B.A. in Mission Work with Children and 
Youth. Starting in 2012, a B.A. in Mission Work with 
Youth and Children will be offered in English. This 
is the first University of Žilina program fully offered  
in the English language.

Department of Religious Studies

>>>



The Department of Religious studies co-
operates closely with the Center for Christian 
Education (www.cce.sk) and also offers non-
degree programs in Bible Study, BeFriender 
Ministry and continuing education for teach-
ers of religious education, pastors, and youth 
workers. Its students take part in several short 
term internships at the Lutheran Elementary 
School, Vacation Bible Schools, Summer 
Youth Camps, Mission trips to Ukraine, and 
others. The students have an opportunity to 
study at partner universities abroad in the 
Czech Republic, Finland, and the United 
States of America, as well as attend summer 
internships with partner youth centers and 
congregations.
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The Department of 
Religious Studies offers to 
you to take your personal 
LEAP of faith. By signing 
up at our study program 
Mission Work with 
Children and Youth you 
will: Learn, Experience 
and Acquire more, while 
Paying less.



Bachelor degree program Mission Work with Children and Youth offers “hands-on” education in six 
main areas: Bible, Theology and Ethics, History of Christianity and Religious Studies, Pedagogy 
and Psychology, Practical Theology, and Children and Youth Work. The program is completed with  

a comprehensive exam and final thesis. Graduates are prepared for work in careers as: Youth/children lay 
leaders in congregations, recess time teachers, and children and youth work coordinators.

For the completion of the three year Bachelor 
degree program, a total of 180 ECTS credits is 
required; i.e. 60 credits per school year (mini-

mum of 40 per year necessary for passing into the 
next school year). For example, a course worth 4 cred-
its usually consists of 2 hours per week of lecturing/
in class work plus the same amount of time home- 
studying is required.Grading of the course usually 
consists of in-class participation, final test and final 
paper.

Grading is following: 
 A (Excellent) – 93% or more of required points
 B (Very good) – 85-93%
 C (Good) – 77-85%
 D (Satisfactory) – 68-77%
 E (Poor) – 61-68%
 Fx (Fail) – below 61% of required points

The school year in Slovak College and University 
programs is divided into two thirteen-week 
long semesters. The Fall semester usually 

begins the third week of September and ends before 
Christmas. Fall exams take place either continuously 
during the semester, or at the end of the lecture period, 
i.e. week before Christmas, or during January break. 

Classes in Spring semester begin the second week  
of February and run till the end of May (with 5 day 
Easter break). June is reserved for in-field training 
and final exams. 

No regular courses are offered in January, July and 
August. 

Academic requirements

Calendar
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About the Program
Graduate Profile

For more details about calendar for the given school year or semester, as well as weekly schedules, see or contact  
our registrar office at drs@cce.sk.



For details concerning 
payments please con-
tact our registrar at: 
drs@cce.sk

University of Žilina welcomes and acknowledges both EU and non-EU students 
from colleges and universities on a bi-lateral agreement basis. For further 
information whether your college/university has a bilateral agreement with 
Žilina University, please contact our registrar at: drs@cce.sk.

Tuitions and Fees
Tuition for studying B.A. level program at Žilina University for all non-Slovak 
students is:

4,500 Euros annually (or 2,250 Euros per semester)
(= ca. 5,850 USD annually or 2,925 USD per semester)
In case of a short term stay (one three-credit course), price is 180 € per credit.

EU students may apply for stipends/grants from the European Union’s 
ERASMUS program. http://ec.europa.eu/education/erasmus/placement_en.htm

Other obligatory expenses are connected with Visa issues, such as

 • Permit to stay in Slovakia
 • Slovak health check for foreigners
 • Ministry of Justice confirmation letters

All these will be dealt with through University of Žilina International 
Department. An approximate cost of all necessary paperwork is ca. 400 Euros 
(ca. 520 USD).

Expenses connected with study (books, study materials, etc.) usually do not 
exceed 30 Euros per course.

Use of internet and library is free of charge.

Internal

Student Information
Admissions
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For details concerning 
payments please con-
tact our registrar at: 
drs@.cce.sk

Travel
Student is responsible for his/her own travel arrangements and expenses. 
Please consider one of following airports: Vienna, Budapest, Krakow or 
Bratislava. It is possible to arrange pick up at these airports (price ca. 100 
Euros (or 130 USD). You may use the local train and/or bus transportation to 
travel to Žilina or Martin. If you need help with transportation arrangement 
from the airport, please contact our registrar at: drs@cce.sk.

Insurance
Student is fully responsible for his/her insurance. It is usually more convenient 
to take care of one´s insurance issues in your own country. Please contact 
your International students department or insurance company. 

Housing
Housing for international students is provided in the dormitory of the Center 
for Christian Education, with total capacity of 30 beds. Students can stay in 
double or single rooms, bathroom included. The dormitory offers free use of 
laundry room and two kitchens. Prices for housing are: 

 150 Euros (or 195 USD) monthly in double room 
 250 Euros (or 325 USD) monthly in single room

Food (excluding breakfast) is provided 6 days a week by school´s and/or 
university´s cafeteria. Price per lunch/supper is ca. 3 Euros (or 4 USD). 
Students are also free to use two kitchens located in the dormitory.
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Faculty
The Department of Religious Studies at the University 
of Žilina has a professional and committed faculty.  
All key current lecturers at the department have 
doctoral degree in theology. They specifically focus 
on both academic theological work juxtaposed with 
practical focus on Christian youth work. In addition, 
personal engagement in the life of the Church and  
the relatively small size of the study program provide 
the opportunity for the faculty to have personal 
contact and family-like atmosphere.
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head of the department

Assoc. Prof. Michal Valčo, MDiv., PhD.

Education: 
PhD. and MDiv. in Lutheran Theology, Comenius University, Bratislava

Field of expertise:
History of Christian doctrine, Bio-Ethics, Apologetics

Courses: 
Th1, Th2, Th3, Th4, Eth1, Eth2, PT2

Selected publications: 
n	Origins and Meaning of Chemnitz’ Christology in his Doctrine of the 
 Lord’s Supper. Dissertation Thesis. Bratislava: EBF UK, 2005
n	From Creation to Redemption: Themes in Lutheran Dogmatics for 
 Teachers of Christian Education in Public Schools, Part I. 1. Ed. -  
 University of Žilina, 2008
n	Alternative Viewpoint: Edwards and the World Religions. In: McDermott, 
 Gerald, ed.: Understanding Jonathan Edwards: An Introduction to   
 America’s Theologian. New York: Oxford University Press, 2008
n	Slovak National Gathering in Turčiansky Sv. Martin 1861: Theological 
 Aspects of the Memorandum Events and their Legacy for Today, Michal  
 Valčo and Andrej-Braxatoris Sládkovič, Žilina, 2011

As our world shrinks because of technology we more than ever need well rounded and informed Christian leader/servants.  
This English language course of study bridges both language and generations. This program will blend the experience and theology 
of seasoned international teachers with whom I have been so very blessed.

	 Pastor Randal Ouimette
 Saint John’s Lutheran Church, Arroyo Grande, CA 



Benjamin Chandler, M.F.A.
Education: 
M.F.A., Columbia College Chicago, 2005 
B.S.—Art Education, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 1998

Field of expertise:
Art

Recent exhibitions: 
n	House, Dreaming, The Ragdale House, Lake Forest, Illinois, 2010
n	Fictional Characters, Lillstreet Art Center, Chicago, Illinois, 2007
n	Sheets, Planes and Pulp: Works on Paper [juried] Evanston Art Center, Evanston,  
 Illinois, 2007 
n	After Words, Dorothea Thiel Gallery, Art & Design Department South Suburban  
 College South Holland, Illinois, 2006 
n	Books About Books, Northwestern University Library Evanston, Illinois, 2006
n	3  rd. National Collegiate Juried Handmade Paper Exhibition [juried], The American
 Museum of Papermaking, Atlanta, Georgia, 2006

Readings: 
n	Little Bang Launch Reading, December 14th,	Evanston Print & Paper Shop
 Evanston, IL; 2008 
n	Artists On-Site: Audrey Niffenegger hosts w/ T3, October 16th, Museum of 
 Contemporary Art Chicago, IL; 2007
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department lecturers



Tomáš Gulán, MDiv.
Education: 
MDiv. in Lutheran Theology, Comenius University, Bratislava

Field of expertise:
Christian doctrine, Luther and Lutheran confessions, Ethics

Courses: 
Th1, Th2, Th3, Th5, Th6, Eth1, Eth2

Selected publications: 
n	Causa Gratiae - theological analysis of Augustine´s On Grace and Free Will, 
 In: Communications Scientific Letters of the University of Žilina, 2007
n	A Primer on Christian Thought and Life : Study guide to the course
 Introduction to Christian Theology, University of Žilina, 2008
n	Large Catechism with Historical and Theological Introductions, Martin 
 Luther, Tomáš Gulán – editor, Bardejov/Martin, 2011
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department lecturers

Children need guidance to understand and appreciate what they experience emotionally and relate this to their life and environment. 
Older children need encouragement and guidance on the way to a deeper understanding of religious symbols, myths, stories, meanings. 
Accordingly, it is an important step to introduce a B.A. program in mission work with children and youth. This program prepares 
people for their important task of relating to children and young people and to help them to grow in religious understanding and 
appreciation. That this program is offered in English makes it even more interesting and open for a broader international participation.

	 	 Prof. Dr. Günther Gassmann
  Former Director of the Commission on Faith and Order  
  at the World Council of Churches, Geneva, Switzerland
  Distinguished Visiting Professor at the Lutheran  
  Theological Seminary, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania



Bohdan Hroboň, M.S., M.A., PhD.
Education: 
PhD. in Oriental Studies, University of Oxford, UK 
M.A. in Biblical Studies, Wheaton Graduate School, IL, USA 
M.S. in Cybernetics, University of Košice, Slovakia

Field of expertise:
Old Testament, Exodus, Psalms, Isaiah

Courses: 
OT1, OT2, OT3, OT4, OT5

Selected publications: 
n	Ethical Dimension of Cult in the Book of Isaiah, Berlin, New York: De 
 Gruyter, 2010
n	The Kralice Bible: Czech-mate to the KJV, In Word&World, vol. 3/3, 
 2011
n	Exodus – Commentary to the Old Testament. Tiňo, Jozef, ed.: Vol. 3, 
 Trnava: Dobrá kniha, 2012
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department lecturers

I have known the imaginative educational program of the Center for Christian Education in Martin since it began. As a pastor of a 
congregation in suburban Chicago, I have seen the benefits brought back home by Americans who have participated in the educational 
work of the Center.  I recommend it wholeheartedly to all who seek to grow in a shared learning/teaching experience with a strong 
spiritual base. It is nothing less than life-changing. 

	 F. Dean Lueking, PhD., Pastor Emeritus
 Grace Lutheran Church, River Forest, IL 



Adrian Kacian, M.A., MDiv., PhD., PhD.
Education: 
PhD. and MDiv. in Lutheran Theology, Comenius University, Bratislava 
M.A. in Biblical Studies, Wheaton Graduate School, IL, USA 
PhD. and M.A. in Mathematics, Commenius University, Bratislava

Field of expertise:
New Testament, Apostle Paul

Courses: 
B1, NT1, NT2, NT3, NT4, NT5

Selected publications: 
n	An Introduction to the New Testament: Part One: The Gospels and the 
 Acts of the Apostles, Žilina, 2008
n	Paul’s Apostolic Authority and the Authority of the Truth of the Gospel 
 (A Study of Galatians). Dissertation. Bratislava, Comenius University,  
 2008
n	Universality of Salvation and the Truth of the Gospel in Galatians,
 In: Univerzalizmus apoštola Pavla, Svit, 2009
n	Everyone who causes chaos, disorder, let be silent! A Contextual
 Interpretation of 1 Cor 14:33b-36), In: Apoštol Pavol pre 21. Storočie,  
 Martin, 2011
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department lecturers

Embedded in a little book, Wishful Thinking by Frederick Buechner, is a simple, incisive saying about Christian calling, Christian 
vocation. He puts it this way, “The place God calls you to is the place where your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.” 

Just over a decade ago, with deep gladness in Christ, a small cluster of visionary, articulate, young men and women planted a seed 
that has blossomed beyond measure. A hungry world is now fed from a richly laden table at the Bible School, the broadened Center 
for Christian Education, and now the exceptional Department of Religious Studies. Here, deep gladness and deep hunger meet. Your 
calling can be part of this wondrous place, this intersection. Come. Live and learn! Then serve the waiting world. This is a very special 
place—and its impact, your impact on the world, has barely begun!
	 	 The Rev. Dr. George H. O. Madsen
  Professor Emeritus of New Testament Studies
  Bible School Volunteer Staff Member 2001-2003
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vice-dean for accreditation and development

Katarína Valčová, MDiv., PhD.
Education: 
PhD. and MDiv. in Lutheran Theology, Comenius University, Bratislava

Field of expertise:
Christian education, Liturgy

Courses: 
PT1, PT3, PT4, PT5, PT6

Selected publications: 
n	Worship Service in the Cultural Setting in Slovakia. Dissertation Thesis.
 Bratislava: EBF UK, 2008
n	Chapters in Practical Theology, University of Žilina, 2008
n	Relationship between Liturgy and Theology.  In: V službe obnovy, 
 Bratislava: EBF UK, 2010
n	Liturgy in the Post-modern World., In: Apoštol Pavol pre 21.storočie, 
 Scientific Conference. Martin: CCE/Bible School, 2011

If you want to study effective ways to do mission work to children and youth, go to the place where you can experience the work that 
is being done.  The Martin Center for Christian Education leaders have been developing creative ways to reach young people with the 
gospel message for years. Now they are ready to train motivated students in the skills and methods that they are using. And more than 
this, since these leaders are themselves engaged in the cutting edge of outreach, your teachers will be sharing new discoveries as you study 
together. And who would not enjoy growing together with such a fun and innovative group of leaders as you have in Martin, Slovakia?

	 	 Pastor Johan Hinderlie
  Executive Director 
  Mount Carmel Ministries
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student pastor & external lecturers

Andrej Žitňan, MDiv., PhD.
External Lecturer

Hedwiga Hennelová, M.A., PhD.
External Lecturer

Juraj Borcovan, M.A.
External Lecturer

Natália Kacianová, MDiv., PhD.
External Lecturer

Svetlana Brndiarová, M.A., MBA
External Lecturer

František Korečko, MDiv.
Student pastor



Course List and Description

B1 
2 credits

Bible Preview
The course acquaints students with the content of the Bible, with the literary genres 
of the Bible and the basic hermeneutical methods.

NT1 
2 credits

History of the New Testament Era
The course acquaints students with the historical and cultural background  
of Jesus’ ministry and of the primitive Christian community.

NT2 
2 credits

Introduction to the New Testament
The course acquaints students in detail with individual writings of the New Testament, 
their content, historical, geographical and cultural background.

NT3 
2 credits

Theology of the New Testament 
The course acquaints students with the message and theology of the New Testament: 
The proclamation of Jesus according to the synoptic gospels; The faith of the primi-
tive community; Theology of Paul; Theology of the Johannine writings.

NT4 
2 credits

New Testament Exegesis
The course introduces the main principles and methods of the New Testament 
exegesis and enables the participants to use basic exegetical tools. The emphasis is 
on training the students to ask the proper (exegetical) questions about a particular 
New Testament text, respectively its translation. The course follows by detailed 
exegesis of selected texts from the synoptic gospels, Johannine literature, Paul’s 
letters, general epistles and Revelation.

Bible
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course list and description



NT5 
2 credits

Apostle Paul and His Theology
Students get acquainted with the apostle Paul´s life and theology.

OT1 
2 credits

History of Biblical Israel
The course acquaints students with the basic outline and the main periods and 
events of the history of Ancient Israel as well as with the beginnings and the key 
concepts of Judaism. The main emphasis is on the time period covered in the Jewish 
Scripture – the Old Testament.

OT2 
2 credits

Introduction to the Old Testament
The aim of the course is become familiar with the form and the content of the Old 
Testament books as literature. The main emphasis is on reading OT writings and 
summarizing their key themes.

OT3 
2 credits

Theology of the Old Testament
The course introduces the main theological concepts of the Old Testament. 
Methodologically its goal is to gain the basic skills for doing the Old Testament 
theology, namely selecting and assessing the relevant data.

OT4 
2 credits

Old Testament Exegesis
The course introduces the main principles and methods of the Old Testament exegesis 
and enable the participants to use basic exegetical tools. The emphasis is on training 
the students to ask proper (exegetical) questions about a particular text, respective 
to its translation.

OT5 
2 credits

The Book of Isaiah and Its Message
The aim of the course is to get familiar with the form and content of the most 
influential prophetic book of the Old Testament – Isaiah.
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Th1 
4 credits

Introduction to Christian Theology I.
The course provides elementary knowledge about Christian theology, with greater 
focus on Lutheran confessional theology; and to find touch points between Christian 
teaching, life of Christian communities and today´s civil society. Topics covered are: 
God the Father and Creator, Jesus the Christ, Holy Spirit and Trinity.

Th2 
4 credits

Introduction to Christian Theology II.
The course provides elementary knowledge about Christian theology, with greater 
focus on Lutheran confessional theology. Students will also find touch points between 
the Christian teaching, life of Christian communities and civil society. Topics covered 
are: man as sinner, sacraments – Baptism and Lord´s Supper.

Th3 
2 credits

History of Christian Thought
The course copies the syllabus of Introduction to Christian Theology I and II. 
Its enhances covered material with primary sources from the history of Christian 
thought. Students present an overview and practical application of selected readings 
from the history of Christian thought.

Th4 
2 credits

Apologetics
The course introduces the main concepts, vantage points, history and methodology  
of Christian apologetics as a practical and mission-focused discipline of Christian 
faith.

Th5 
2 credits

Role of Church in Contemporary Society
The course provides knowledge of Church’s understanding of its mission and possible 
interactions with contemporary society. The course provides case studies, reflec-
tions and discussion.

Theology and Ethics
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course list and description



Th6 
2 credits

Christian Art, Literature and Music
The course offers an overview of Christian use of all major art forms. The focus 
is on the history of Christian art, on contemporary Christian art, and on students´ 
reflection and interpretation of a selected art piece/pieces. 

Th7 
2 credits

Christian Understanding of Death and Suffering
The course explores the biblical and theological understanding of death, suffering 
and resurrection. It offers pastoral and theological responses that can assist the 
bereaved toward having a more positive grief experience. It evaluates two practical 
models of pastoral care for the bereaved: BeFriender ministry and grief support 
groups.

Eth1 
3 credits

Christian Ethics I.
The course reviews the ways Christians make moral arguments and decisions. The 
focus is on methods and models important for moral discourse and the relationship 
of theological ethics and its biblical, historical, and confessional sources to insights 
from philosophy and other disciplines.

Eth2 
3 credits

Christian Ethics II.
The objective of the course is that the student acquires working and critical knowl-
edge of contemporary ethical issues and dilemmas, and prepares a class to be taught 
at the Elementary/High school level.
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theology and ethics



HC1 
3 credits

History of Christianity I.
The course introduces the historical background and causes connected with the 
origins of the Christian Church, the position of the Christian Church in the Roman 
Empire during the first centuries and further development during the Middle-Ages 
up to the Reformation period.

HC2 
3 credits

History of Christianity II.
The course provides historical background to the main trends, personalities and 
events in the history of the Christian Church from the Reformation to the 20th 
century.

HC3 
3 credits

History of Christianity III.
The course covers the historical background and causes connected with the origins 
of the Christian Church in Slovakia and its role from Reformation up to the 21st 
century.

RS1 
2 credits

History of Religions
The course overviews religious terminology; it covers the origins and developments of 
religions and their typologies; and it explores variety of approaches of Christianity 
to other religions.  

RS2 
2 credits

Non-Christian Religions
The course offers basic overview of the history and theology of selected non-Christian 
religions - Hinduism, Zoroastrism, Taoism, and Islam; and applies the acquired 
knowledge in the framework of comparative religious studies.

RS3 
3 credits

Contemporary Sects and Cults
The course gives an overview of the history, literary sources, teachings and practices 
of selected sects and cults of the present time, and it explains their fundamental 
marks and modes of operation.

History of Christianity and Religious Studies
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course list and description
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history of christianity and religious studies & practical theology

PT1 
1 credit

Introduction to Christian Liturgy
The course acquaints the student with the origins and development of Christian 
liturgy in various Christian traditions, with greater emphasis on Lutheran Liturgy. 
Topics covered are: Worship service, Liturgical Year, Sacraments – the order and 
placement within the Worship service. 

PT2 
3 credits

Missiology
The course introduces the main concepts, starting points, history and methodology 
of Christian mission (missiology studies) as specific expressions of Christian faith 
and discipleship.

PT3 
3 credits

Introduction to Pastoral Counseling
The course acquaints the student with basic principles of pastoral counseling – 
the mental development, the development of human conscience, basic principles  
of communication and connection between psychology and Christian counseling. 

PT4 
3 credits

Catechetics (Christian Education)
The course overviews the history of Christian education and discusses the objectives 
of catechetical work. Religious education combines the content of teaching adjusted 
to the age of students with building the faith of students. 

PT5 
2 credits

Diaconia (Christian Social Work) 
The course overviews the history of Christian diaconia (social work) and the objec-
tives of diaconal work in the present times within the church but also its challenges 
and possibilities in non-church environment.

PT6 
3 credits

Methodology of Religious Education 
The course discusses the broader purposes of education – sociology applied in  
a specific school environment. The class focuses on the different phases of a lecture 
and various methods used during these phases in order to achieve the educational 
goal and to support the personal growth and formation of a student.

Practical Theology
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course list and description

PG1 
3 credits

Introduction to Pedagogy
The course overviews basic terms and categories of educational science, the struc-
ture of pedagogy as science, and its classification and position in the system of 
social sciences. It discusses the goals of education, their setting and realization in 
the educational process.

PG2 
3 credits

General Didactics I.
The course acquaints the student with the theory of instruction: educational content, 
educational process, educational methods and principles, student verification and 
classification, organized instructional forms and appliances. 

PG3 
3 credits

General Didactics II.
The course provides a systematic approach to all communication processes in the 
classroom. It covers the value of a proper communication in the teaching profes-
sion: verbal and non-verbal communication, communication methods and their 
evaluation, strategies of communication in a classroom, and communication genres.

PG4 
3 credits

Theory of Education
This course clarifies the educational goals as they depend on different philosophi-
cal preconceptions. The course examines the aspects of the process of training and 
accents autonomous, independent, moral, aesthetic and social human personality. 

PG5 
3 credits

Pedagogy of Free Time
The course provides basic understanding of pedagogy of free time. It covers after 
school education and activities: its specific issues, aims, content and management. 

Pedagogy and Psychology 



PG6 
3 credits

Developmental Psychology
The course acquaints the student with the ontogenetic individuality of mental proc-
ess and age factors relating to personal formation. The course offers information 
about emotional constructions, ways of thinking, and how humans look upon the 
world (biodromal orientation).

PG7 
2 credits

Management and Organization of Schools
The course bridges the primary psychological and pedagogical subjects. It examines 
primary theoretical and practical knowledge about school management as institu-
tion with its appropriate laws, orders, notifications and regulations.

PS1 
3 credits

Introduction to Psychology
The course covers the object, system, content, goal, and development of psychology 
with an accent on academic psychology. 

PS2 
3 credits

Introduction to Sociology and Sociology of Education
The course points out relationship of an individual to society (and vice versa), basic 
characteristics of social systems, with special emphasis on the issue of social groups 
and minor social units.

PS3 
3 credits

System and Social Philosophy
The course examines philosophy as spiritual phenomenon. Topics covered are: 
ontological, epistemological and anthropological dimension of philosophy. Relation 
of philosophy to other forms of spiritual life (science, art, religion). Question of 
power, authority and freedom.

PS4 
2 credits

Rhetoric for Communication in Education 
The course provides systematic understanding of communication processes. It leads 
students to realize the values and importance of communication in the profes-
sion of teaching. The aim is to manage verbal and nonverbal communication in 
pedagogical process.
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CY1 
2 credits

Work with Children and Youth I.
The course acquaints students with basic aspects of working with children and youth. 
The aim of the subject is on building complex practical leadership skills used in 
communities of children and youth.

CY2 
3 credits

Work with Children and Youth II.
The course further enhances basic aspects of work with children and youth. The 
aim of the subject is on building complex practical leadership skills used in com-
munities of children and youth.

CY3 
2 credits

Children Work – Internship
Students learn practical skills in working with children. Students apply their theoreti-
cal knowledge from areas of pedagogy and theology in a specific child environment 
with the aim to positively influence and form the orientation of children. In addi-
tion they learn how to lead a community, organize children gatherings, camps, etc.

CY4 
2 credits

Youth Work – Internship
Students gain practical skills in youth work. They apply their theoretical knowledge 
from areas of pedagogy and theology in a specific youth environment with aim to 
positively influence and form the orientation of young people. In addition they learn 
how to lead a community, organize youth gatherings, camps, etc. 

CY5 
2 credits

Christian Club Work – Internship
Students gain practical skills in Christian club work, facilitating various discussions, 
lectures and club activities for young people.

CY6 
1 credit

Spiritual Formation 1-6
The course consists of contemplations, reading the Scripture, prayers, meditations 
and various other spiritual activities. Students learn how to prepare and lead such 
formation.

Children and Youth Work
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F1 
2 credits

Basics of Information Technology and Computer Skills
The course covers basic computer operation, text editing, web and Internet skills.

F2 
3 credits

Final Thesis Seminar
The course acquaints students with the details regarding the Final thesis research 
and paper: research, citations, primary and secondary sources, etc.

F3 
8 credits

Internship – Related to the Final Thesis
Students research and apply the topics covered in their Final thesis in the practical 
realm of children and youth work.

Final Thesis 
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 Official name: The Slovak Republic (SR)
 State formation date: 1 January 1993 
 State system: republic
 Political system: parliamentary democracy
 Membership in EU (since 1 May 2004), NATO, UN, 
 international UNESCO, OECD, OBSE, CERN, WHO,
 organizations: INTERPOL, etc. 

 International codes: SK, SVK, bar code 858
 Area: 49 035 km2

 Location: Central Europe (17° - 22° E, 47° - 49° N)
 Time: Central European time 
  (+ 1 hour from GMT)

 Border countries: Austria, Hungary, Poland, 
  Ukraine, the Czech Republic, 

 Capital city: Bratislava (population 426 000)
 Population:  5.5 million 
 Official language: Slovak
 Religion: believers approximately 84.1% 
  of which: 
  Roman Catholic (68.9%),  
  Lutheran (6.9%), 
  Greek-Catholic (4.1%),  
  Reformed Christians (2%),  
  Orthodox (1%),  
  unspecified (4.1%),  
  without confession (13%)

 Currency: EURO
  

 Martin: Cultural and historical 
  center  of Slovakia
  National Library 
  and Medical University
 Population: 60 000
 Location: Martin is situated in the middle 
  of Slovakia and is surrounded by   
  Fatra mountains

location in europe

Where to Find Us

martin
For more information about Slovakia, please visit www.slovakia/travel

For more information about Martin, please visit www.martin.sk

SLOVAKIA
General information
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Bratislava
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Take a LEAP of faith…

LEARN MORE
Academic, cultural and spiritual setting for your professional training 
Within confessing Christian community

EXPERIENCE MORE
Unique international and cross-cultural experience
Land and people hidden for decades behind the iron curtain 

ACQUIRE MORE
In-field missionary training in Eastern Europe
Hands-on practical education in children and youth environments

PAY LESS
Credits transfer toward your college degree
Tuition less than 6.000 USD per school year

Department of Religious Studies 
Faculty of Humanities, University of Žilina, Slovakia

For more information visit us at www.cce.sk or www.fhv.uniza.sk/kns § drs@cce.sk.


