Christian churches in Slovakia - if they want to be faithful and effec-
tive in their calling as “light of the world” and “salt of the earth,” and
in making disciples of Jesus to “the ends of the Earth” - must under-
stand their nation’s current social and cultural context. Along with the
many new opportunities after the fall of communism, and introduction
of freedom and democracy, Slovak society faces very challenging issues.
Thus Slovak Christians must ask: how do we, as society and church, cope
with the heavy burdens of the past, totalitarianism being only the most
prominent of such troubles? How do we express our Christian and con-
fessional identity in a faithful, yet fresh and inviting (constructive) way?
What role does ecumenism have to play in this question? How do we
deal with the postmodern trends that are affecting both church and
society? How can we draw from and build upon biblical foundations,
and what can we learn from the church’s interaction with society across
the ages? And how does the church relate to a public sphere - politics,
economics, culture - so strongly influenced by rising consumerism and
the power of mass media?
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Foreword

It is a great honor and delight to accompany editors — Michal Valco and
Daniel Slivka, — two Slovak academic institutions, and a number of fine scholars on
the important project of reflecting on the status and mission of Slovak Christianity
in its post-totalitarian and perhaps post-Christian social and temporal context. |
find it an honor and delight for three reasons.

First, there are personal reasons. | began my engagement with Slovakia soon
after the fall of Communism when my colleague, Paul Hinlicky, was teaching at
the Lutheran seminary of Comenius University in Bratislava, Slovakia. In the mid-
90s my wife and | visited the Hinlickys and became interested in the dynamics of a
small Middle European country trying to work its way out of many years of
totalitarian rule. We were especially interested in how a minority Slovak Lutheran
church was coping with such a situation. After visiting twice we returned for
longer stays during which | taught intensive courses in Christian ethics at the
seminary. We got to know many professors and students, especially the first crop
of young seminarians and scholars to arise after the liberation of the churches
from the smothering limits and controls the Communist regime had placed on
Christians and their churches. It was a bracing time, one which is depicted in many
of the contributions to this volume. Of course, the euphoria of liberation quickly
turns to the challenges of a new set of possibilities and problems. The dismal
bondage of totalitarianism is replaced by the pitfalls of freedom. That exchange
will also be considered in the following pages. | look forward to the unfolding
story of Christianity in Slovakia.

Second, there are institutional reasons. The Center which | direct, the
Roanoke College Center for Religion and Society, is intensely interested in the
interaction between church and society, how society affects the church and how
the church affects society. It contends that the great issues of the day are
impacted by religious convictions and that all religious convictions are influenced
by their social context. Thus, as Director of the Center | was eager to cooperate in
this academic assessment of the interaction of Slovak religion and society. But this
particular project was preceded by many more dealings between the Center and
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Slovak Lutherans. At least four faculty from Roanoke College have lectured or
taught in Slovak Lutheran institutions and a long train of students have studied
and taught at Roanoke College, all aided by a program budget of the Center.
Indeed, the editor of this volume, Michal Valco—accompanied by his wife and
family—will spend a year teaching at the college during the coming academic
year. (2012-2013)

The third reason is that this volume may itself contribute to the cause of
Christianity in Slovakia. That is the point of compelling importance—that the
Gospel of Christ be borne, promulgated and publicly confessed by the churches
and their institutions in that land of great Christian heritage, Slovakia.
Understanding is often the first step in engaging, and engaging is the first step in
changing. We dearly hope and pray that this volume adds to our understanding of
both the challenges and possibilities for the churches in Slovakia.

Robert Benne, Director

Roanoke College Center for Religion and Society
Salem, Virginia, USA

June, 2012

14



Introduction

In the emerging culture of Europe’s post-communist countries, the
established churches have entered a time of dramatic change. An uneasy mixture
of hope and disillusion characterizes today’s European people as they try to cope
with their past and look for sound footing toward the future. Interdenominational
quarrels, rising nationalism, and a haunting legacy of Nazi and communist
ideologies, are simultaneously upsetting European thinking and behavior. The
communication of the Gospel in this new environment is proving to be a difficult
task. Yet at the same time, the new democracy and its socio-political openness, as
well as new technologies making communication (and other things) easier and
faster, are creating fresh prospects for Christian witness and mission.

Christian churches in Slovakia — if they want to be faithful and effective in
their calling as “light of the world” and “salt of the earth,” and in making disciples
of Jesus to “the ends of the Earth” — must understand their nation’s current social
and cultural context. Along with the many new opportunities after the fall of
communism, and introduction of freedom and democracy, Slovak society faces
very challenging issues. Thus Slovak Christians must ask: how do we, as society
and church, cope with the heavy burdens of the past, totalitarianism being only
the most prominent of such troubles? How do we express our Christian and
confessional identity in a faithful, yet fresh and inviting (constructive) way? What
role does ecumenism have to play in this question? How do we deal with the
postmodern trends that are affecting both church and society? How can we draw
from and build upon biblical foundations, and what can we learn from the
church’s interaction with society across the ages? And how does the church relate
to a public sphere — politics, economics, culture — so strongly influenced by rising
consumerism and the power of mass media?

Questions such as these permeate this book. The chapters come from an
international scientific research project titled “Christian Churches in Post-
Communist Slovakia: Current Challenges and Opportunities” — an effort
coordinated by the Center for Religion and Society, Roanoke College, Virginia,
USA. Across its year of work, the project was conducted by two Slovak academic
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institutions: the Faculty of Humanities, University of Zilina in Zilina, and the Greek-
Catholic Theological Faculty, University of PreSov in Presov. Other individual
researchers also contributed. The effort’s main goal was to help Slovakia’s Roman
Catholic, Greek Catholic, and Lutheran Christians engage the opportunities and
challenges following communism’s fall in 1989. Reflecting the project’s
interdisciplinary character, scholars representing varied academic fields and
special interests participated in the research. Their expertise ranged over such
fields as the history of religious studies, theory and methodology of religious
studies, inter-religious dialogue, and mass media and its global influence. Other
participants were a researcher in Judeo-Christian dialogue, an expert in liturgy,
and researchers in the history and theology of Byzantine churches.

The book divides into four main parts. Part | focuses on the contemporary
situation in Slovak society. It first examines Slovakia in terms of its historical roots
and available sociological data. There is also a reflection on the topic of liturgical
renewal. And finally, in the book's keystone piece, Part | provides a systematic,
doctrinal study of the nature and potential of public theology. Part Il details the
history of Slovakia’s most severely persecuted Christian church — the Greek
Catholic Church. The story of this church’s severe persecution by communists, its
setbacks and heroic martyrs, its hopeful recent developments, deserves to be
better known. In a fresh and fuller way, Part Il details the testimony of Slovakia’s
Greek Catholic Christians. Part Ill deals with the sensitive question of Jewish—
Christian relationship in post-Holocaust Slovakia. That communist totalitarianism
in some respects continued Nazi terrorism is a sad historical fact. Thus Slovakia’s
once flourishing Jewish religious community, with its rich history — especially as a
seat of religious learning — remains a barely surviving group, one with much
distrust and skepticism. Part Ill seeks a theological perspective on the
development of Jewish—Christian dialogue in Slovakia. On the basis of God’s love
revealed in the event of Jesus Christ, such dialogue could result from the
principles of righteousness, justice, and holiness within a koinonia of Jews and
non-Jews. Part IV focuses on the media world in relation to the life of Slovak
Christian churches. Two Roman Catholic writers and one Lutheran cover both
theological and practical dimensions of the subject. They discuss sensitive
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questions about the power and influence of mass media, including the readiness
of Slovak churches to engage and even employ media in their public ministry.

For a Slovakia troubled by post-communist changes and post-Christian
culture, the authors individually and collectively make a case for solid, relevant,
faithful public theology. They argue that if the churches wish to respond faithfully
to their new situation, they must comprehend and cope with the heritage of the
past and the cultural shifts of the present. Specifically, they must produce faithful,
well-trained leaders who will acquit themselves well in the time ahead. It will be a
long and challenging journey for all involved. Many studies will be needed to
encourage and help direct the church on a faithful path. To this end, the authors
wish and hope that the present work is a worthwhile early contribution.

Editors
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Daniel Slivka
CHURCH AND SOCIETY IN SLOVAKIA — PAST AND PRESENT

Abstract

Slovakia pursued democracy after 1989. Yet with the fall of communism, Slovak
people also have continued in a socialistic pattern of thinking. It appears that
Slovaks continue to separate religious convictions from public life. This has
created a gap between traditional religious values and new trends. For many
centuries, traditional Jewish-Christian values prevailed in Slovakia, and they still
have a significant influence on the country's social and cultural life. These values
clearly have come from the Christian Bible. Slovakia can be found among those
few countries that still do not have a mosque. On the other hand, Slovak society
has been affected greatly by negative elements associated with Western
modernization. Some of these elements are individualism, secularization,
privatization, and the loss of independence experienced by small countries.
Consequently, the dignity of the individual, as deeply rooted in history and
religion, has become increasingly threatened.

Key Words:  religious values, society, democracy, socialist, Judeo-Christian,
individualism, culture
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Adrian Kacian — Lukas Bomba

RELEVANCE OF CHRISTIAN FAITH FOR EVERYDAY LIFE
IN POST-COMMUNIST SLOVAKIA

Abstract

Religion in post-communist countries is a very complex phenomenon. In present
Slovak Society, despite 40 years of persecution and ideological attacks,
Christianity is still an important factor. The article investigates post-communist
Slovakia and the relevance of Christian faith for everyday life. It relates the
present picture of Christianity in Slovakia to the oppression of the past communist
regime, and it defines the impact of the regime on the current state of Christian
faith. Interpreting the statistical data from the European value standard 2008
sociological survey, the paper argues for three major shifts in post-communist
Slovak Christianity. These are the shift from confession to culture, the shift from
public to private, and the shift from urban to rural. According to the data, many
Christians belong to the church without necessarily believing in basic Christian
dogmas. The latter are being replaced by foreign non-Christian concepts like
reincarnation and telepathy. The church's relevance predominately concerns the
transcendental sphere and not everyday Slovak life.

Key Words:  Christianity, post-communism, faith, everyday life, tradition
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Kamil Kardis

HUMAN CRISIS AND EXHIBITIONS OF DEHUMANIZATION IN THE CONTEXT OF
TODAY’S SOCIETY

Abstract

An enduring debate exists among sociologists about the basis of social change in
today’s highly developed Western European societies. According to some
sociologists, western societies are entering a new stage of development called
postmodernity. For others, present conditions represent just a new development
of a radical, reflexive late modernity. Postmodernity is regarded by some as a sign
of a deep crisis in western societies and their values. Other authors find the
origins of postmodernity and related subjectivization and individualization in the
social and cultural changes of Europe and Northern America in the 1960’s. The
basic motive of these changes was an emancipation of the individual — an
embrace of subjectivism as expressed in individual positions over against
traditions, institutions, objective facts, or moral norms. Consistent with this kind
of subjectivism is the fundamental pre-supposition that human beings are
essentially good, and are characterized by inner harmony and absence of conflict.
In a desire to set norms and values, which direct everyday behavior and life, the
human individual thus usurps God’s attributes. The individual's subjective
confidence, emotional experience and efforts are always right, logically well
substantiated and regarded as most important. The subjectivity of a person, his or
her individual “
thinking, behavior, and feeling (experience). Subjective convictions, subjective
conscience, a desire for instant or paranormal experience become the norm of
human thinking and behavior. This study's aim is a sociological analysis of
modernity and its consequences, with an emphasis on the human crises as it
exists in different dimensions of social life.

self,” becomes the highest and sometimes also the only norm of

Key words: society, individualization, subjectivisms, social change,
dehumanization
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Madria Kardis

THE CHOSEN ASPECTS OF DESOCIALIZATION IN THE CONTEXT OF CRISIS OF
POSTMODERN SOCIETY

Abstract

Socialization is a process whereby an individual is integrated into society and its
values, norms, and fundamental principles. A good upbringing should make a
person open to the cultural dimension, and the values and norms resulting from
it. But today we can see a tendency to relativize the fundamental principles,
norms and values of society. A prevalent opinion is that objective values just do
not exist, nor does absolute truth. For this reason everything becomes relative.
Individual values relating to the satisfaction of personal needs and ambitions are
of growing importance to many. At the same time, less importance is attached to
the basic values of a whole society--values around which a consensus can be built
to achieve the common good for all members, individuals as well as groups or
social classes. In the process of individualization, the individual is the active
creator of his own life. He can — and at the same time he must — choose and
decide for himself. Today, when taking his decisions, an individual is less under
the influence of the groups of which he is a member. Similarly, the importance of
tradition, and institutionalized bearers of tradition (religious or otherwise), if
there are any, is becoming less. The individual is constantly being forced to choose
between many different possibilities, as well as to take into consideration the
consequences of his decisions. In this regard, people can lose the connection with
a social dimension, and thus become “asocial.” It is possible then to observe “the
state of anomie,” in its range of negative effects on the individual. Some of these
effects are high stress level, aggressive tendencies, feelings of uncertainty and
loneliness, distrust toward others, identity confusion, and mistakes as a
consequence of disorientation. Desocialization thus is a consequence leading to
atomization, distance, separation, isolation, depersonalization, and anonymity.
This study aims to analyze the process of desocialization and its manifestations in
contemporary Western culture, including post-communist countries. The
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discussion emphasizes possibilities of how to overcome desocialization from the
point of view of religion and Christian churches.

Keywords: desocialization, individualism, consumer society, anomie of values
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Katarina Valcova

LITURGICAL RENEWAL AS A MEANS OF CHURCH RENEWAL IN THE SLOVAK POST-
COMMUNIST CONTEXT

Abstract

All Christian churches in Slovakia presently face a political and cultural situation
that involves many changes. After the fall of communism, the openness to new
influences brought fresh options and challenges to the churches of Slovakia.
Different Christian churches reacted to the many changes in different ways. All
have conceded, however, that certain shifts are unavoidable. Therefore, the
pressing question remains: what should be preserved in order to maintain
apostolic tradition, and what can be and should be altered to be culturally
sensitive and efficient in spreading the Gospel? This issue concerns not only the
church's teaching but also its worship life — in terms of both content and forms.
The best approach to this challenge is, on the one hand, to rediscover the richness
of true apostolic tradition as preserved in the liturgy of the church, and on the
other hand, to be sensitive to the social and cultural shifts in society.

Key Words:  Liturgy, Ordo, Worship Service, Culture, Inculturation,
Postmodernism
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Michal Valco

SETTING THE STAGE FOR A MEANINGFUL ENGAGEMENT: THE NEED FOR
A COMPETENT PUBLIC THEOLOGY IN THE POST-COMMUNIST CONTEXT OF
SLOVAKIA

Abstract

Theology as a public phenomenon is a strange concept for post-totalitarian
societies. Though not equally true across the whole denominational spectrum-—
Catholics being the most vocal in the public realm and Evangelicals felt and
Pentecostals the least— current ideas about the church's role in society reveal an
uneasiness both subjectively felt and objectively expressed. Yet the church must
identify its core beliefs and articulate them in fresh and relevant ways. This is
basic to the church's task of critically engaging the secular society. By its very
nature, Christian theology has an important public dimension because it reflects
the Creator’s work of creation, preservation, reconciliation, and renewal of the
world in history — and not just a history of Israel, or the church — but the overall
history of the world. Thus a case for the “public character of Christian theology”
can be made. And on this basis, one can fashion a specific case for a contextual,
post-totalitarian public theology for our part of the world, a region yet shadowed
by the Holocaust and communist oppression. Overall, no legitimate public
theology can exist apart from a solid understanding of a given society's historical
and present challenges. And specifically, as concerns Slovak society, the article
offers a case study to show how Christian education can play a vital role in the
process of renewal.

Key Words:  public theology, post-communist, secularization, post-modern,
church, communism, Nazism
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Jaroslav Coranic

THE HISTORY OF THE GREEK CATHOLIC CHURCH IN SLOVAKIA

Abstract

The Greek Catholic Church presents the Oriental model of Christianity. But
simultaneously, it is a constitutive, indissociable part of the Catholic Church. It is
not a separate community, and it differs from the Roman Catholic Church only in
ceremonies. Their objectives and missions are identical. On the other hand, the
Greek Catholic Church is distinctive, and it can be considered an example of unity.
It lives in the Oriental model like the Eastern Orthodox, but it is united with Rome
— the Vatican. Although it is bipolar, it has its eastern identity. It has kept some
original traditions that are no longer in the western church. The Greek Catholic
Church provides clear evidence that it is possible to keep one's own particularity
without damaging unity. It is a typical example of the attitude of Sts. Cyril and
Methodius. The Greek - Catholic Church provides a vivid picture of the ancient
apostolic tradition and the eastern practice, and simultaneously the western way
of thinking. By this, it creates a Christian symbiosis. The history of the Greek
Catholic Church in Slovakia reveals both interesting and difficult concerns. In
Slovakia, one can find both Roman Catholic and Greek Catholic rites and believers.

Key Words:  Greek Catholic Church, Oriental Christians, Eparchy of Mukacevo,
PreSov Greek Catholic Eparchy, Byzantine Catholic Tradition in
Slovakia
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THE ATTACK ON THE GREEK CATHOLIC CHURCH AND ITS BISHOP DURING THE
PERIOD OF COMMUNIST OPPRESSION

Abstract

The 20th century has many attributes and names. It can be said that it was a
century of martyrs, but it was also a century of the victories of God. In connection
with these facts, a ceremony in ecumenical memory of 20th century martyrs took
place on 7th May 2000 in the Coliseum in Rome. At this time, the Holy Father said:
“At the places, where it seemed that hatred will diminish the whole life and it will
be impossible to run from it, witnesses of God showed that love is stronger than
death. In terrible systems of tyranny which outraged a man at the places of pain,
in hunger and various torments, they showed that they belong to Christ, crucified
and resurrected Lord... Let the memory of our brother and sister-martyrs be still
alive in the following century and millennium. Let it be passed from generation to
generation to make deep Christian recovery flow from it. Let us guard the
memory of martyrs as the jewel of incredible price for the Christians of the new
millennium!” These words refer specifically to the Greek Catholic Church in
Czechoslovakia, whose 20th century history underwent hard tests, yet persevered
in faith and loyalty to God. With many martyrs, the Greek Catholic Church
suffered greatly from the totalitarian regime of Czechoslovakia. While other
churches were disturbed and weakened, the Greek Catholic Church underwent
direct, administrative liquidation.

Key Words:  Greek Catholic Church, communism, totalitarianism, Slovakia,
socialism
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Marek Petro

STABILITY AND FLEXIBILITY IN THE CHURCH AFTER THE FALL OF COMMUNISM

Abstract

Despite the approving or disapproving opinions of individuals or groups, the
church retrains its unique place in society. Throughout history, it has survived the
horrors of many totalitarian regimes, and has persevered. Such stability, that is,
the continuity of its doctrines, belongs to the unchangeable attributes of the
church. But flexibility, an adapting to the times in its pastoral care, also has a place
in the church. This research describes the stability and flexibility of the Greek
Catholic Church in Slovakia after the Fall of Communism.

Key words:  church, Greek Catholic Church, communism, ecumenism
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Frantisek Abel

RIGHTEOUSNESS, JUSTICE AND HOLINESS WITHIN KOINONIA: THE THEOLOGICAL
PERSPECTIVE OF DEVELOPMENT OF THE JEWISH-CHRISTIAN DIALOGUE IN
SLOVAKIA

Abstract

One of the challenges — yet also one of the opportunities of Christian churches in
Post-Communist Slovakia arising from the heavy burdens of the past — is to help
develop cooperation with the Jewish religious community. The totalitarianism of
the communist era in some respects continued the ways of Nazi terror. Because of
this fact, the formerly plentiful Jewish religious community in Slovakia with its rich
history, especially as a seat of religious learning, became a small, barely surviving
group with an enormous measure of distrust and skepticism. A necessary
precondition for meeting this challenge and opportunity is to develop a Jewish-
Christian interreligious dialogue based on the outcome of up-to-date mutual
theological research. The challenge is directly interrelated with the important task
of Christianity as a whole: that is, to recognize and better understand the very
roots of Christianity. Fulfilling this task brings a promising opportunity to continue
the main goal of the Apostle Paul to create a koinonia of Jews and non-Jews on
the basis of God’s love revealed in the event of Jesus Christ. All of this is related to
the main questions of the project, which are how can we draw from and build
upon our biblical foundations in facing the current challenges of today, and what
can we learn from the rich history of the Christian Church’s interaction with
society throughout the ages. In this context, there are four (or five) main terms
with their proper theological content and meaning as to establishing a solid basis
in the development of fruitful interreligious dialogue for the future: righteousness,
justice (justification), holiness and koinonia. Therefore, the aim of our
conversation will be a thorough theological analysis of these terms within the
context of Paul’s key texts, and an effort to establish the relevance of this
approach to the fruitful development of Jewish-Christian dialogue. This is crucial
not only to the advancement of the Christian Churches in Slovakia, but also to a
fuller koinonia on both the Jewish and the Christian sides.
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Hedviga Hennelova

THE CULTURE OF MEDIA AS A SUBSTITUTE FOR RELIGION IN A POST-
COMMUNIST CONTEXT

Abstract

European society has been shaped largely by Judeo-Christian culture. The latter is
the cornerstone of Europe's ethical and moral principles. From its beginnings,
European Society has viewed the meaning and purpose of life in terms of absolute
truth as revealed by God. Therefore, the foundation upon which Western
tradition is built implicitly contains the moral principles of Christianity. Until the
Age of Enlightenment, cultural activity, or even culture itself, was perceived as
serving the purposes of God’s kingdom. However, societies which arose out of
Christianity can currently be characterized by models of secular and lay culture.
Today humans demand autonomy both for themselves and for the society that
surrounds them. The communist regime in Europe was not at all inclined towards
religion. On the contrary, communism strove to suppress religion and push it to
the periphery of social and moral life. Thus in post-communist countries, the
cosmology of postmodernism — questioning the biblical understanding of created
reality — is becoming increasingly dominant. The traditional values and viewpoints
of Christianity and those of the Christian churches are being confronted with a
plurality of views as presented by the media. The conflicts within these tendencies
have given birth to concerns about the media and its potential abuse in current
post-communist society.

Key Words:  media, religion, culture, post-modern, post-communist, values
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Terézia Roncakova

MASS MEDIA COVERAGE OF RELIGIOUS TOPICS: UNDERSTANDING TOPOI IN
RELIGIOUS AND MEDIA ARGUMENTS

Abstract

This study presents the results of research into the media's capacity to carry
religious messages. It is based on a qualitative content analysis of original texts
inspired by religious motives in Slovak Catholic and secular press. The main focus
is the messages as such, related topoi (bases for arguments) and their
epiphenomena. The study focuses on the topoi and seeks an answer to the
following key question: What ‘common ideas’ (in Greek topoi) do mass-media
messages and religious messages refer to? Based on the comparison of the topoi
of original religious messages and messages covered by media, the study
concludes that the key topoi of religious messages and of media messages
resulting from it differ significantly. The difference in topoi arises mainly from a
different pre-understanding —that is, attitude of faith / absence of faith in a
journalist, and the related trust / distrust of the church. Apart from basic personal
predispositions, the study points to a number of important factors such as
comprehensibility, attitude on the capacity of mass media to evangelize,
compliance with journalistic form, understanding of the role of news values
(conflict in particular),and level of religiousness of the language used in mass-
media communication. Finally, the study offers several recommendations and
outlines the challenges faced by church and secular media communicators.

Key Words:  religion, media, topoi, news values, function of journalism,
evangelization
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Imrich Gazda

CATHOLIC MEDIA IN POST-COMMUNIST SLOVAKIA

Abstract

After forty years of the communist totalitarian rule, the Catholic Church in
Slovakia has come to understand the importance of introducing an effectively
functioning Catholic media that provides information aimed not only at believers
(within the church), but also ambient society (outside the church). The church,
however, did not have to build this media on a ‘green field.” Katolicke noviny
weekly (Catholic Newspaper) has been published since 1849. Although the
newspaper became subject to official propaganda under the communist regime, it
was still something which could be used for further development after 1989. Soon
after Slovakia’s declaration of independence in 1993, and the founding of an
independent Slovak Bishops’ Conference (SBC), the Information Office of SBC
(now the SBC Press Agency) commenced its activities. In addition, the newly
founded Radio Maria (Radio Mary) also began broadcasting (now Radio Lumen).
In 2008, the aforementioned three strong Catholic media were joined by Televizia
Lux (TV Lux). The first part of this study presents the history of the Slovak Catholic
media as it unfolded during the last two decades. The second part focuses on the
Catholic media's strengths and weaknesses — and its key challenges — at the turn
of the new millennium.

Key Words:  Catholic Church, Slovakia, Catholic newspaper, Slovak Bishops’
Conference, Press Agency, Radio Lumen, TV Lux
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